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1.  Are trees shielding against wind load? 

In order to answer this question, the definition of shielding in Australian standard 1170 and 4055 

is discussed. 

2.  What AS1170.2 says 

First paragraph of the AS1170 part 2 section 4.3: Shielding may be provided by upwind buildings 

or other structures. Shielding from trees or vegetation is not permitted in this Standard. 

 

3.  What AS4055 says 

Second paragraph of the AS4055 section 2.5: In Regions A and B trees or groups of trees with 

similar face area to houses may be considered as shielding elements. In Regions C and D trees 

and vegetation shall not be considered as shielding elements. 

 

 


